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Captain Cook’s fame largely rests on the three expeditions to the Pacific that 

he led in the 1760s and 1770s. In addition to their important role in the 

history of European exploration, they are notable for being the first such 

voyages to include professional artists among the crew. These artists played a 

critical role in recording the places visited and the people and flora and fauna 

encountered on the voyages. But how did they deal with the novel 

surroundings they encountered? And how did their work go on to shape 

European understanding of those 

settings? 

 


